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EHS Senior Spotlight:  Meet Nora Penner 
 

How do you define success?  
To me, success is achieving the goals you set for yourself and 
being happy with the life you choose.  
 
What are your plans after you graduate?  
After I graduate I intend on going to a four-year college and 
working towards becoming a physical therapist. 
 
What do you want people to know about EHS that they might 
not know?   
Ewing High has amazing teachers.  Every teacher I have come 
across truly cares about their students and wants to see them 
succeed.  Many teachers will volunteer their lunch or time after 
school to help students with classwork or go over a test they 
didn’t do well on.   
 
What is your favorite memory of high school? 
I have so many fond memories of high school and the start of 
this year brought many more.  I loved going on the Peer 
Leadership retreat and bonding with so many classmates I 
would’ve never known.  I will also always remember Senior 
Night for tennis and my coach surprising us with framed 
pictures of each of the seniors playing tennis.  

 
Looking back to when you started high school what advice would you give students at EHS who are freshmen 
like your sister? 
 
My advice to freshmen is to get involved.  By joining different clubs you get to find out what you enjoy and get to 
be around people who are passionate about the same things you are.  Clubs and sports also make high school 
more comfortable and familiar because you get to know a lot more upperclassman.  
 
Who is your favorite teacher or coach why? 
I have had a lot of great teachers who have inspired and encouraged me.  One of my favorite teachers would have 
to be Mrs. Walker, she was able to make APUSH 2 fun.  Mrs. Walker was also really helpful in helping me organize 
my essays and putting my thoughts on paper.   
 
What accomplishments are you most proud of? 
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Being accepted into Peer Leadership was a huge accomplishment for me.  I was surprised and proud of myself 
when I even applied because of being interviewed and having to talk in front of people is something I’m not very 
comfortable with.  Being able to face my fear and actually getting accepted really helped my confidence and now I 
can talk in front of people better than I did before.  
 
If you had the opportunity to travel to any place on earth all expenses covered, where would you go and why?  
Who would you bring with you? 
If I were to go anywhere in the world I would go to the Netherlands and I would take my grandmother and my 
immediate family.  Some of my grandmother’s family is Dutch and I know she would really love to go there again 
with my family and it would make her really happy for us to see where part of her family is from.  I also would 
really like to go to the Netherlands because some of my cousins live there and it would be nice to see them again 
since the last time I saw them I was eight.  
 
In which activities do you participate in school? 
I have been a part of the Tennis Team, Swim Team and Key Club since I was a Freshman.  I joined Future Business 
Leaders of America (FBLA) my sophomore year and became President my senior year.  I started participating in 
Parkway Pals and was inducted into National Honor Society (NHS) my junior year.   
 
What activities do you participate in outside of school? 
I have been dancing since I was eight years old.  
 
What is your favorite quote or book? 
“You can do anything but not everything.”- David Allen 
 
Who or what has impacted your life in a positive way? 
My parents have impacted my life in a very positive way.  My parents show me unconditional support in anything I 
do and have motivated me to do what I love and try new things.  Sports have also had a positive impact on my 
high school career.  After a great match or meet, beating a personal record, or winning a match/meet, gives me a 
huge sense of accomplishment and makes me feel motivated to conquer the next thing that comes my way.   
 
What awards or acknowledgments have you received in school and/or outside of school? 
I received the Coaches’ Award for swim my junior year and I was acknowledged by my tennis coach for my 
sportsmanship and commitment to the tennis team.  
 
 
 
 


